M         THF LIFE OF KABfR.

promised the case ; he spared the life of Kabir,
but banished him from the city where his
teaching had given so great offence.

That Kabir had been brought up in a Mu-
hammadan family was probably a fact too well
known to allow of contradiction. All that his
Hindu followers could do was to suggest that
he was not of Muhammadan origin, but only a
Muhammadan by adoption. The name Kabir
was also too well established to allow of any
alteration. It only remained to explain its origin
m a way that would commend itself to those
who accepted the story of th6 virgin birth. Such
an explanation was to be found in the fact that
Al Kabir is one of the 99 names of God in use
among Muhammadans. The name Kabir occurs
in the Qorin six times as a title of Allah and
once as a title of Al-Rabb.

The legend that calls attention to this fact
presents a curious blend of Hindu and Muham-
madan procedure. It is customary for Muham-
madans to open a QorAn and give to the child
the name on wL^ch the eye of the reader may
first chance to fall ; it is customary for Hindus
to bestow upon a child a name containing three
words usually beginning with the same letter
and so similar in sound. This name is suggest-
ed by the position of the stars at the time of
birth and is known as the R&s or astronomical